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T HE Word ge Scripture Pbraſb, fornetimes,. 


denotes thoſe Perſons who are trul Religious. 

Thus all the Pfalmiſts Delight was y 

upon theba nein bot were in theEarth, | Þſpl. 16. "os 
and bun ſuch as excelled in Virtne, At other 
times it ſiguiſies ſuch as are ſeparated by God from the 
reſt of — eras thereby made a choſen. ; 


Generation, I Prieft-hied, an holy — I. Pet. 2. 9. * 


peculiar, Perpis. In this Senſe Chriſtians are of- 

ten called Saints by St. Paul, as being liſted under the Ban- 

ner of our Bleſſed Redeemer, even tho' their Morals were 

ſometimes contrary to their Profeſſion, and they allowed 

themſelves in the Practice of ſuch Abomi- 

nations, as they ought ta have abhorred, ' 1 Cor. 14-33- 

Thus the Churches of the Kn ure the Con- 

5 of Chriſtians ip alas they are oppoſed to 

1 els, without any D made upon the account of 

ir good or evil Lives, whether they adorn'd che Do- 

ine of Gad. our Savior dy. a ſutable - Converſation, or 

had given Occaſion to the Enemies of the Lord to blaſe 

phemethar worthy Name by the which they, were called. 

Thus alſo the Word Seines is generally I 10 my 


labor under Want. 
Now che Providence of God does conſtantly order 


and direft the Affairs of this World after ſuch a man- 


ner, that 8 ſome do abound. in Wealth, and have all 
things richly to enjoy; fo others ſtand in need of almoſt 


are deſtitute, afflicted, tormented. Nor is this Diſtr 
bution of things an Argument of our 'Heayenly, Father's 
grudging to any _y his the full 3 of 
2 4 
— & 4 WY 


-- Lext aud accordingly Di 2 
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of ſuch poor Chriſtians as are in hard Circumſtances, 
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all che Bleſſings of Life, and through extreme Poverry 
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this World's Goods, or of his Inability to beſtow them 
upon every individualPerſon that is capable of receiving 
_them--bur-a-Demonitration-of his inſinite Wiſdom in 

the Contrivance and Diſpoſal of all Temparal Matters 
in Order to our Eternal Good. For did every Man wal- 
low. in Plenty, and poſſeſs an equal Share of Temporal 
Felicity; a very great Number af thoſe Graces, the At- 
rainment and Exefaiſe of Hich re neceſſary to perfect 
and improve our Souls, and bring them nearer. to God, 
and re prepare them for eteraa l Happineſs ;' 
would be impoſſible tous, and for that reaſon never pra- 

&iſed by us. The Rich would have no Opporrugities of 
exerring thoſe Godlixe Qualities of protecting the Op- 
| preſſed; ſu 1 feeding the Hungry, 

cloathing rhe Naked, and camforting the miſerable ; nor 
vould che poor have any Occaſion for Patience under 
Calamities, Gratitude ro 322 Benefactots, ind 

uring out. rheit Souls to God, when their Hearts are 
full of Trouble. And yet theſe and the like Duties have 

an unſpoeakable Influence upon our Minds, to correct, 
enlarge, reſine and faſhion them, and thereby to reduce: 
all 6ur Spiritual Faculties to an. entire Conformity to- 
God's WII; upon the Poſſeſſion of which Conformity 
all true Happineſs. is buile, whether in this or in the o- 


ther World. Hi Nn ieder; 
And oh r that every Chriſtian were 'throughly con- 
vinc'd of this ruth, That Almighty God ſuits 


Every Man's Condition to the Inclinations of his Mind, 
asd imends by the Peculiarity of his Fortune to make 
him truly — 3 ſo chat all our Engowments, Incomes, 
Succeſſes, Diſappointments, Afflictibns, Diſtempors, — 
the like; are either ſo many nectful Medicines admini- 
ſtred by the great Phyſitian of Souls, to rge away our 
Corruptions ; or elſe Appoinrments of Religious Exer- 
eiſe and Labor, to 2 and invigorate our Faculties, 
+ create or inereaſe Activity in us, and thereby eſta-! 
liſh us in 4 Spiritual Health and Soundneſs, which is 
the Foundation of all folid Bliſs. Then might everx 
Perſoi by reflecting upon his on Station in the World, . 
.* what ſeeming Accidents God has encompaſſed hin 
ith; learn, not only hisoen Defects, but alſo what 


+ = Remedies Infinite Wiſdom knows ro be moſt expedient; 


and tas actually appqinted, for them. And by. a Sub- 


wiſhee Diligence in the uſe of thoſe Means, by an intire 
Resignation to the unerring Will of our beſt Friend, 


24 gcatefülli Ser ſe of ſuch - an over - ruling Goodneſs, 
| ES 7 » | | "Which 
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| which almoſt wer us forward to dur om REAH C — 
1 we might moſt effeftually make obr Calling and Election - 
; ſure, and take the ſpeedieſt and ſafeſt Courte of increaſing | 
our furure Reward, and obtaining ip exccedung weight o 
. M's { vs . 7 \ 


Glory. © © 4 
Wherefolwyhe Variety of Conditions in the World 2 

carries on God's great Deſſgu of bringing us rohimfelfand 

every Creature's Lot is intended to complete this Unver- | 

Gl Harmony. By various Methods God works upon the _- 

various Diſpoſitions of Men, WhO, by moving. ſacabſ 

in their reſpective Spheres,” do at once both bene 

themſelves and promore the Happineſs of ,others” alſo. 

This admirable Mixture of human irs, ths WEnding - 

the fevers1 Eſtates of Men, this cauſing every Clritti- - 

an's Happineſs and Duty to depend upan, be twiſted : 

0 with, and directed by, his Brother Chriſtian's Caſe, de- 

monſtrates, that we lie under an indiſpenſable Obligation 

to conſider, not our ſelves only, but all that ate ound 

about us; that we arg bound to adapt our Deſigns and | 

Actions to heir Circumſtances; and ſo to implo everx 

Talent wherewith God has entruſted us, as may moſt df 

all conduce to the Common Welfare. 

And We the Rich are hereby woaked ſup-" 

ply the Wonrs'of the Poor, They, are taught, that what 

Proviſion is in their Poſſefſon,ought to be (| pread abroad - 

for public Refreſhmear.; that n keep the Com- 

mon Stock, yet tis not their own, but prepared by. . ' - 

their Maſter for a Common Support; that they are only * 

the Ste ward / but not the Proprietors, of God's Bounty; wy 

und conſequently, rho” they eat the more delicate Por. 

tions, yet they muſt nor devour the whole; that the reft - a 

of Mankind are part of God's Family, and that tho' they 

-_ — to . daily E from the Hands | 

8 of others} yer none of them ought'to want it. Sola, 

| whereſoever God has Furniſhed Ts Rich with-Objedts, Cots 

there they are bound to miniſter Charity, as of the Abi» 6 25 

| * 'God giveth.” e 

ut then thofe Perſons, who are our Brethren, not bßỹß 

* Nature oply, but lh by Adoption into the Church, have 

| yet n | 7. as we have O N 4 

ee. we muſt do. good unto, en, yet we mult eſpecially 

| regard thoſe that ure IS he Aduſhold C 

Faith. Thus in the Beginning of the Go- A, A 3j, 

ſpel, he Multitude of them that believed;were of. 3Þ 344 35». 

| one Heart and of one Soul; neither ſaid any of 

them, that ought of the things ou he poſſiſſed was h 
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but they had all things cemmon. Neither was there any among 
5 np; in lacked ; 2 4; many al were Pofſ: ſſors of Lands er 
Houſes, ſold them, and brought the Prices of the things that mere 
fold, and laid i hem down at the Apoſtle: Feet ; and Diſtribu- 
tion was mude unto every Man according as he had necd.. Be- 
—_—_ cauſe, we are- Sons of God. through Chriſt," therefore 
A Brotherly Love muſt continue amongſt us; neither muſt 
= | we forget to do good and communicate, becauſe with 


x ſuch Sacrifices God, who is our Common Father, is 
8 well pleaſed, From the inexhauſtible Spring of the Di- 
Tn vine Love we every one derive our Portion; and fince 

tis the Will of our Supreme Benefaftor, that the Rich 
' ' ſhould be the Channels of h Bounty, and convey it to 
the reſt of the World; certainly for .chem'ro withhold 

Good when tis in the Power of their Hands to dovix; is 

to invert the Conrſe of Nature. Tis a Rebellionagainſt 

God, and the baſeſt Ingratirude towards him, upon whaſe 

1 Bounty they themſelves do every, Moment ſub- 


KK c._»w wo ww 


Leet us therefore never pretend to wear the Name of 
. Chriſtians, if we want Rowels of Compaſſion, and refuſe 
to tread in the Steps of our dear Lord, who with an 
unwearied Diligence went about |. doin 
Jahn 13.35. good, and has aſſured us, that by/ this y 

u know that we are his Diſcipler, 12 

Laue love one te another. e 
But this Love muſt exert it ſelf, and be diſcovered by 
| its Fruits. Bare good Words or good . Wiſhes ard no 
— Proof of a kind Heart, nor of any Uſe and Benefit to 
6 the diſtreſſed Members of Chriſt. If 
13 James 2.15, Brother or Siſter be naked, and deſtitute of 
_ daily Food, and one ef vou ſay unto them, De- 
550 peiua rt in Peace, be you warmed. and filled : Me- 
7 ye give them not ce things which ate needful 
to the, Body; What dub it profit ? Such Expreſſions of 
Kindneſs without ſutable Actions, are deteſfable Hypo- 
criſy, and may iſſue forth from Hearty harder than the 
8 nether Mill. Stone. Wherefore, let ur ne: 
1 Jeb 3.18. love in Word, neither in Tongue, but in- Deed 
5 and in Truth; and conſequently let the Af. 
ficted not only hear, but raft and fo our Love. For 
pybeſe hath-this Warld't good, and ſerth hirBre- 
Purſe 17. ther have need, and fbutteth. up his Bowels of 
E ** Compaſſion from him, how dwclleth che Love of 
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Chriſt has pd a very different Example 
the Grate of our Jefus Jeftrs Ch that the' 
nw rieb, yet for 2 ſakes I eum por, 1 Cor: 8. *. 


ary his Poverty might be rich. © 
450 Galt thoſe then, who: profeſs themſelves his 
— grudge to their cbrifhdn 


Brethren, even 


rs of the Body of this very 20% Crit, fuch Relief as 


they can conveniently ſpare? 


ill they nor ſuffer the 


poor to ear of the Cronibs which fall from that Table, 
where they themſelves are fed to the full and feaſtett ? 


Bur farther, what they beſtow upon the 
not loſt. Fer be that hath pity upm the poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord; and that 


will he pay bin again. 


hich he hath” 
od has Bleſ- 


'niereftirous, is 
Prov. 19.1 17. 


fer wag in Store to ſatisfy che moſt enlarged Appe- 


rite ; 


has Rewards in his Power ſufficient to tempt e- 
ven the moſt coverous Cliriſtian to be laviſh inChari 
ven in this preſent World Alms generally 
Stock of thoſe that expend them [Fo the liber#l Sbul ſalt be © 


made fat; and he that water:th, ſhall be watered 
himſelf And he that hath a bountifulEye ſhallbe Prev. TI. a5. 


bleſſed, for he gi veth 


chat a 


makes himſelf rich an 


ble. ſa 
and [ati 
riſe mn 


n thrives 145 


If thou draw. out thy Soul to the 


iner 
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his Bread to ls þ poor. So Prov. 22 9. 
nerous Actions, and 
happy by ſuccouring the miſers- | 


TY 
CT, the affii Fed Soul; then ſhall thy tele Iſaiah 5 8. 
{on and thy Darkneſi be ar be 10, N. 


Soul in 


Watey, —_ Water: fail not. 


Ds 


to grow leſs, becauſe your Love to your Brethten is 
great. Hear what ſays to his choſen Feople; 8 
there br anibng you @ Man, of one of TW. 

Brethren, wit hin any thy Gatts, in thy Land 15. 
which the Lord thy ou gjverh thie, thou ſhale 9.1 10. 

not harden thy Heart, not ſbus thy Hand from thy ; 


Brothey ; 


not be 


this the Lord thy 
#ll that | puns 


nor 


but t bon 


rely give him, 
eve when thou giveſt unto bi 


nt hand unto. 
A+ 


. 


Noon-Day ; we the Lord ſhall an- thee cont inu- 


ally, and ſatisfy : 
and thou ſpalr 4 li 


nd thine 
; becauſe "that y a 
1% bleſs thee in all thy ms and in 


"7 


fear, that you your ſelves ſhall want, what 
Charity beſtows; or that God will ſuffer your E 


ht, and make fat thy Bonet; 
e watered Garden, and like 4 Spring of 


his R. | 


fates 


poor r open thine Hand wide unto him, 
and ſbalr [| urely lend him ſufficient" for bis whe 5 in — i 
he wanteth. Thos ſbalt ſu 
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'  « , tainry of Fortune, and to ſecure, the Enjoyment of Pr 8 


ſperity, is this very method which I am perſuading you 
IH Far you ak x. has declar'd, that be that re 


— ts the por, not lack. Nay, your 
Prov. 28.27. Keie Kal uy xr Benefit theſe good 
Eſal. 37. 26. Actions ; for the righteous is ever mirciful. and 
endceth, and therefore his Seed is bleſſed. Hows 
ever, the Ha pineſs of Heayen is 3 more worth 
| | than all the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory of 
| themz and that Ha Lace is often promiſed to thoſe, ho 
. dy relieving the poor lay up Treafyresthere. 
Heb. 6. 10. For: God is not wirighteous, ta forget your Work - 
2 and Labour of Love, which ye have jhewed te- 
ward his Name, in that ye have miniſtred ta the Saints, and 
yet do miniſter, Our holy Redeemer <copes of all ſuch 
| Charitable Benefactions, as beſtowed upon his on Per- 
ſo and at the laſt Day he will openly declare to ſuc 
' - merciful and- render-hearted Chriſtians, 1in the Face 
+ __* that ugiverſal Aﬀembly,; Ferily I ſay unte you, 
_ 2 Mgtt.25.49. inaſmuch as ye have done it untotne of the leaſt 
| e theſe my Brethren, ye have dong it unte me. 
„ So that we have all n to the Pra- 
1 Rice of this Duty. Lis infinitely pleaſant in it ſelf; 
. eis certainly the greateſt Voluptuouſnels in the Word. 
9 5 tis commanded by God ; it procures us many Tempo- 
| ral Bleſſings, and tranſmits the ſame to our Poſterigy; he 
*CTACl- 


Nr Hue Lat c=>nm ©Xn2 =” # o& 3 hoc ns wm. 2 vs, Was 


|.  Rewardof iris unſpeakable and eternal, and the L 
"0 ty of God is engag d to beſtow it upon us. Ie owns the te 

| Mercy as ſhewn to himſelf, and condeſcends to be our g 

F | Debtor for tlie Return and Recampence of it. Let ws not p 

* ee weary therefore in well doing; for in due © 

i Gal." 6. 9. Seaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint nat. Let ut ſe 

| ice zs be Redfyft, unmoveable, alway; abounding in the BW 
= 2 5 of the Lord, foraſmuch as we know (and B 
_ - Experience will one Day convince-us) that our  Labouris MW ſe 
; 2 not in vain in the Lord. e 
But on che contrary, if we harden our Hearts aa ir 

the Poor, and will not diſtribute to their Neceſliries; A 

what infinite Vengeance hangs over our, Heads? 'Tis G 


+” . - Poſſible God may ſeverely, vific for ſuch inhuman Wick- A 
1 . = =  edneſs, even in this preſent World; for as th 


Ke Prov. i I 24. thirs is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth; ſo m 

1 there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but 8. 
7. it terdeth to rodeo But in the World to come he will 

iy execute Wrath upon fuch unrelenting Sinners. 01 

| JJ e 


* * * « IV) * 


g ' . ( 9) r 5 8 * 4 1 0 
Then will they infa llibly curſe their to great Love t - - 
this World, and wiſh that they had rather given all their „ 
Goods to feed the pave, ha come inte that Place of | 
Torment. Infernal Flames will effe&ually melt their 
ſtony Hearts; and when ! tis too late, they will through- 6 
ly be convinced of their Folly.” Twill be then in vain | 
A the covetous Miſer to implore the Forgiveneſs of 
God; becauſe then there will be no place for Piry; tho“ 
he ſeek it with that inconceivable Importuniry, that ex- 
treme Birrerneſs of Spirit, thoſe Rivers of Tears, that Pa- 
thetic infernal Eloquence, which theSenſe of inſupporta- 
ble Miferies will force from him. God will then ſhut his 
Ears and be deaf to hisIntreaties. He ſhall bau- | 
judgment without, Mercy, that hath ſhewed no James 2.13; 
m:rcy ; and whoſo ſtoppet h bis Ears at the cry of Fru 21.13. 
the poor, he ſhall one day. cry himſelf, but be 8 
ſhall. not be heard. Then ſhall the Lord upbraid ſuch - 
Wretches with their Cruelty to his ownPerſon, faying,in- | 
_aſmuch as ye did it not to one of the leaft of theſe, © _ 
did it not te me; adding alfo this terrible Matt-25.45, a 

Voics of moſt-juſt Judgment,Deparr from me, Verſe 44. 
ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 2 pared for the heed ; 
Devil and his Angels. Thoſe aſtoniſhing Words will faſten | 

the Bars of Hell againſt them. Then ſhall it be too late 
to knock, hen the Door is mut; and too late to cry for 

Mercy, when ; tis the Time of Juſtice. 6 

If twere poſſible for me to deicribe the Tortures of the 
amned and thoſe inexpreſſible Joys alſo which the Righ- 

teous ſhall inheritzif I could repretent the Deſpair and An- 

guiſh of the Coveroys earring into the one and the Tranſ- 

ports oß the Meęrciful entring into the other Portion ;I ſay, 

cou'd I paint theſe things in as lively Colors as they de- 
ſerve;then wou d I doubt not of perſuading the Miter to 
ſcatter his Gold, and exchange his Earthly Treaſures for 
Bags that wax not old ;to give à liberal Share of his pre- 

ſent Wealth for a Reverſion in the Life to come. He wou'd. 

ſoon be perfectly ſatisfied, as much Pleaſure as he takes 

in ſcraping up an Eſtate, that Charity turns to a far better 
Account, than heaping up Silver as the Duſt, and fine 

Gold as the Mire of the Streets. A fair Proſpe& of our , , 
Afrer-State would quickly alter Men's Notions, and give - 
them a juſt Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs of all God's Com- 
mands, particularly that of difiribyting to thi Neceſſities of 
aasee wo ' W 
Let us then ſeriouſly reflect upon the Conſequences g 
our Actions; and — how great ſhall be the & 


e 20. 35. Jeſus, lem br faid, is more bleſſed to give thay 


confirm'd; they are ſo much accuſto 


* 


| | (10 5 
: of nde Alms, and bow great the Puniſhment of 
88 N them. Let us remember the Words Fb gn, 


{ 


8 receive. . if we believe that our Fa- 


\ vior's Opinion is worth regarding, let us endevor to 
att accordingly. Let the Rich in this World be rich in god 


| --. works, ready to diftribute, willing to communi- 
1 G. 18,19. cate, laying up in Store for themſi lues # goed 
"  - ,, { Foundation againſt the Time to come, that they 
weay luy ee eee eee r 
-: Give me leave now to apply what has been ſaid; to the 


Oceaſion of this Diſcourſe. It has pleaſed God in this de- 


nerate Age, to touch the Hearts of many worthy, Per- 
s, and fill chem with a wonderful Zeal for his Glory, 


andi che Salvation of Souls. This Flame bleſſed be our 
Heavenly Father) has already broken forth in many Cor- 


iers of the Land, and ſpreads a new Light and Warmth 


; in the World. It kindles a Senſe of Religion in the Breaſts 


of others, and theſe promiſing Beginnings give us grounds 
hope for x thorow Reformation. Several Methods 
have been tryed in order to this glorious end; but none 
ſeems ſo proper. as that which has ot late been begun; and 
fo happily purſued, in this Town. + 2 
There is little Reaſon to expect, that much good will 
ever be done upon ſuch as are grown old in Careleſneſs 
or open Debauchery. Their evil — are probably 
to their ways, 
-thar they will not be perſuaded to forſake them. Whete- 


fore a Trial muſt be made upon that Generation which is 


naw ſpringing up, and Ende vors muſt be uſed to form 
their Minds to Virtue in their tender Years- A Religi- 
ous Education of Yourh ſeems to be the only ſuccesful 
way of amending the World; and if it be univerſally 
ſecured, cannot fail of prodigious Effects. | 
But alaſs! There is a vaſt number of People whoſe ve- 

ry Poverty ſinks them into the groſſeſt Ignorance,and con- 
ſequently into the vileſt Debauchery. Thus they propi- 
ate ſuch a Race of Men, as are aſtanding Reproach to 
uman Nature zwho are but a ſmall Remove from mere 


Brutes. They know ſcarce any thing of a Saviour, a Go- 


ſpel- Covenant, and the Rewards and Puniſhments of ano- 
ther World; but are almoſt Tnfidels in the midſt of a 
Chriſtian Country. And no Wonder then, if their Mo- 


rals are proportionably vicious. They are indeed com- 


nly Baptized, becauſe tis cuſtomary ; but they ſeem 
ve their Religion at the Font, and to lay it aſide 35 


vs 'ris put on. Cer- 
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Certainiy tis ↄnough ro make the Heart of A good Man 
bleed, —— Aan e deplorable Ovjeds? and yer” 


y ferm in almoſt every Place, but 2 — y in the 
arger Towns. And therefore no Charity furely can be 
more acceptable to God, and more beneficiatto Mankind, 


than char which is beſtowed in the Education of ſuch 
wretched Creatures, who for the want of Religious Prin- 


iples, are almoſt — 99/09 ro be the Devils Slaves. 
They have Souls as H as our ſelveꝝ, and are capable con- 
ſequently of being poder fore or pe rfeHy evil; and the 
Want or Enjoyment of 2 pions rion muſt give the 
Tarn,and derermir their Fate. For as they will inevita- 
be over-ran w] marmner of Sin, as the neceſlary; 
Conſequence of their plorable original Corruption, un le 8 
Care be tien in due Time to root up their Vices, or at 
eaſt ed reftrain-rbe Groth of them: fo if proper Mes. 
thods beruſed, if their tender Years be diligently watched, 
if the ls are cultivared hetimes, if Seed be ſown, 
and plenrifully watered, if Chriſtian Principles be inſtil- 


ted; and furable Endevors uſed that they may Ow * 
A. /\g 


jn Grace; they are capable of producing all the Fri 
ths pirit, and being as bright and: 2 
of Chriſtian Holinefs, as thoſe who are born to much 
larger Fortunes. He IL 2 
Now thoſe Rules which are already ſb happily fixt, and 
I hope will be ag carefully obſerved, in this place, cannot 
fail of Succeſs, if God vouchſafes his Bleſſing as he cer- 
tainly wilt) to the pious Endevors of choſe who are the 
P ow and EHcouragers of this excellent Work For 
one Sburce of the Ignorance and Vice of the peorer 
Fort, is this, That they do not learn to read well, becauſe 
their Parents cannot afford to pay for their Schooling ; 
And if any are by chance put te School, they ſeldom are 
kept there ſo long, that they can read freely and with 
Baſe ; and conſequently when they leave the School, their 
Reading being laborious and unpleaſant ro them, for that 
reaſon they immediately forget ir, or at leaſt 'never 
throughly maſter it Whereas if they were kept ſo long 
at that they could read with Pleaſure, the Ener- 
eiſe of reading would be ſo far from affrighting them, that 
they would be delighted with it; and conſequently good 
Books (which, unlefs they can read well,they are ſcarc 
capable. of receiving Advantage by) wou'd inſenſibly fl 
'em with Principles, and enticerhem to ſutablePracti- 
ces. For whatever ſome may imagin, everlaſting Prei 
in public will never make People good, unleſs he 
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WE - therefore reading well is the. only; way to keep thoſe; 
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And cannot read it; and the 
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work; | 
| they can eat, Their Hands are forced to fill their Bellies; 


- 


who cannot t 


' wou'd conſtantly occur to their Memories, and lead them 


cloſely and regularly (which never is, 


Perſon's Talent) rightly and duly imployed 


.che 1 N 
n Books therefore will perfect what is be- 


gun at Church; and if good reading be once given them, 
good Books are eaſily furniſhed, and at a ſmall Charge, 
Again, The Jae. ſort are ſeldom taught their — 
chiſm. And indeed how ſhould they Jearn it? Tis true, 
the Miniſters ought to examin them in ie: but then they 
muſt firſt be capable of Examination. And how is this 
poſlible, if the Parents are as ignorant as their Children, 
Children are not put to 
School to learn it? Whereas if this very little, but moſt 
excellent Book, this admirable Summary of Chriſtian Faith 
and Practice, were once deen perfectly by heart, and the 
Childten (which is no difficult matte "Ga but under- 
fand the Senſe ; this very Book I ay, ,wou'd make them 
truly wiſe unto Salvation. Tis a ſhore and plain Rule, 
and if applyed by an honeſt Mind, wou d readily direct 
hem in all ordinary Caſes. They wou'd always know. 
what to believe, and alſo what to do or forbear, becauſe 
cheir Catechiſm fays tu: or that. Some line or other 


to Virtue, or keep them from Sin. oel. 
I muſt add, that the Children of the poorer e not 
ſufficiently kept at work. I do not ſay that none of em do 
for ſome of them are conſtrained to do it, before 


and if they won't exerciſe the one, they muſt ſtarve the 
ather. But this 1 fay, that many poor Children are bred 
up in Idleneſs, that is, they are caught and ſuffered to beg. 
I would by no means diſcourage true Chatityzbut I pro- 
feſs, I think it a Fault to relieye ſuch Creatures. If you 
would get them ſome Work, and feed chem well, who | 


they had done it, you'd do them-a real Kindneſs, and by 


this means be rid of their Companyion: Whereas did 
they work all that Time which they ſpend in Ratmbling. 
about, and lying at the Doors of the Rich in expetctation 
of Alms, they might eaſily provide for themſelves; eſpeei · 
ally if theRich would be ſo kind as to take Care that they 
ſhould not want it. But if the Children of the poor once 
get a Habit of Idleneſs, tis ſeldom or never lefe + naygit 
{Fu ſtronger. by Age, till tis utterly incorrigible. 
appeal to any conſidering Perſon, what ſort of 

s thoſe muſt be, who cannot read, and heya nd 
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they are too bad for Servants, dangerous in the Nei 
borhood, al ways ready ro commit the work of Villanies, 
trained up for the Gallows, and ſecure of Damnation. 
What a Bleſſing then maſt that Education be, which is 
the Reverſe of All this; and what greater Good are you 
apable of doing, than by encouraging and ſupportin 
harity Schools? where thoſe poor Creatures, who m 
other wiſe have gone on in the high to temporal and 
ternal Deſtruction, are taught to read well, and in truct- 
d in their —— gion, and inured to labor from their 
Infancy; that they may prove uſeful to the World, Friends 
0 themſelves, true Servants of Chriſt, and in the end in- 
nerit eternal Glory. Une A 
do not mention what cloathing you, beftow upon 
hem; for tho' that Charity be truly commendable, and 
what God will not fail of Rewarding ; yet really the Edy.. 
ation you afford them, is ſo —— an Advantage, 
hat if every one of ydu cou d beſtow upon every one of 
heſe Children Eſtates equal to your own, the kindneſs 
you'd not be comparable to the Charity of their Educa- 
ion. For this is a Mercy to the better part; this is a | 
piritual Advantage; tis ſaving their Souls from Death; 
ay (with all Humility I beg leave to uſe the Exprefli- 
8 tis being, under the bleſſed Jeſus, Saviors and Re- 
eee wou'd ence pro 
now,my I wou'd encourage you to 
ed in this noble Work ; but bleſſed be Almighty God, 
du do not need Encouragement. I wou d aſſure 
du in God's Name, whoſe: Ambaſſador I am, that you 
all be rewardedfor it; if any Aſſurance cou'd be added 
> that which you have already received. For that in- 
preſſible Comfort, which cannot but ſpring up in your 
vn Breaſts, and which is the natural ult of ſuch 
uly Chriſtian Labors, is an abundant Recom for 
hat you are doing (I had almoſt ſaid) even tho” there 
ere no Eternity of Happineſs in Heaven. And there- 
re I cannot but heartily pity the Covetous, who do not 
— the — —— — Deligh ; | 
ut yet- your tisfaction ight in doi 
od, 4 $ — meer Trifle, if compared with at 
ll follow. This is but an Earneſt and Pledge of that 
y, which ſhall not only be far greater in degree, but al- 
never end. And the Conſcience of your intending this 
larity purely for God's Gl — good of Souls, is 
Obſignation of the Spirit, God's own Voice and Artes 
tion within, That if ye hold out thus unto the end, 
undoubtedly be ſaved. 8 - "= 
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I wov'd rather beg leave therefore, tb apply my ſelf co 
. © thoſe (for I am ſorry to add; that even ſo n 
ample has as yet feft {ſome of that number in this Neighs 
bor ; to thote, I ſay) who have not hitherto contri. 
bured to the Enlargement of ydur — and caſt in 
their Offering to the common Stock of this beſt mio 
ed Charity. 4 wou'd intreat tbem co conſider ho they 
will anſwer it to God, if they cannot be prevail 'd upon to 
aſſiſt in this Undertaking, and to inc the Number of 
thoſe who. injoy this ineſtimable Bleſſing. | ern 
As for the Charge, tis very ſmall; elpecially if eam. 
par d with the it manifeſtly does. Beſides, if God ha 
done ſo much for you, will you not make ſome Returm 
to him,even tho' ye ſhould ſomewhat traten mou ſelves, 
by endevoring to bring Souls to Chriſt ? I wou'd 8. 
you this plain Queſtion (for upon this Oceaſion I tale 
the Liberty of being exceedingly plain) Which of you 
'cou'd not ſpare Six Pence a Week out of your vain Ex, 
pences, upon 2 ſtrong Liquor, Diverſion, or o- 
| {her particulars, wherein you night eaſily abridge your 
ſolves ? And if every one wou'd bur {pare thus auch; 
what wou'd ſach a Sum do, when added to the preſent 
Collections? Tis hardly credible, what influence £ {mull 
i Charge wou'd have upon the whole Country; het 
vaſt number it wou d bleſs with à gbod Education (1 
muſt alſo add) what Favors it would draw down fro: 
Heaven upon your Perſons and Families. And cannot ſ 
ſmall a Pittance be wrung from you? 41 fe! 
Remember, that that Hour will certainly come {Ge 
only knows how ſoon) when each Perſan here preſen 
ſhall leave this earthly Tabernacle,and depart into anothe 
World. Be perſ therefore to place your ſelves up 
your Death-Beds, and conſider what Views and Notior 
you will en have, what Supports you will ;henſtandi 
need of. Nothing will afford you more ſolid Comfort 
that Condition, to reflect upon what you have t 
nded for God's ſake. The Money which your Recyſm rec 
ariens, your Entertainments, your Equipage, and ot! 
Follies have coſt you, will adminiſter no SatisfaQtion;| 
 Gavſe tis utrerly loſt and gone, and if you have no reaſndle 
to fear a Puniſhment, yet there is at leaſt no Reward to 
expetted for it. Whereas what you have beſtowed 
77 = Alms, what you have lent to your dear Redeemier, | 
W225 Treaſure which you may carry wich you, and reap i 
nice, unconceivable; eternal Advantage hy. Will you! 
eee with, char you had ſpared as muctr as tag poſl 


* 0 


8 . 
0 
9 d 
- n : 4 G A 
J 
. 


1 _— Y * ” 


1 


4 Cas) <2 
om ary ſolves, and converted it to pious Uſes? That 
you had made a leſs Figure here, to make a grearer here · 
after ? That you had ſacriſiced the Reputation of dying 
ore wealthy, to obtain a larger Share of neyerfading | 
lory? Wou d you not, I ſay, in thoſe Circumſtances,” 3 
bitter ly reproach your ſelves for the negle& of ſach glo- | 14,1, 4 


— ious Opportunities; and wiſh that your Children 
a to Vvanted thoſe few Pounds, which will add very little co 
ex bei Fortunes, but might have ed your own Happi - 


eſs to an immenſe degree? : 
Oh, chat we cou d be prevail'd upon to act always,as we 


d ha; wou'd be glad to have ated, when we come to die; that 
turm ll our Deſigns and Endevors wou'd tend, not barely” _ 
Iven, eo aggrandize our ſelves, or gratify out Inclinations for 
dhe preſent, bur to lay the Foundation of Celeſtial Hap- | 


| cake ineſs, and amaſs Wealth in another World! Then ſnoud 
7 youlW+e be forward to labor in Religion; and rejoice at eve- 
; y Poſſibility of doing good, much more than if the 
righteſt earthly Diadem were laid at our Feet. Then 
bould we, with an unwearied Diligence, (os for ways 
fpleaſing our great Maſter, and think no Pains ſufficient N 
fis Service. How wou 'd Chriſtianity then flouriſm? 
hat a flaming Zeal wou'd then burn within us? How 
ager ſhou'd we be in all Inſtances of Duty? How im 
ently ſhou'd we ſtrive, not only to equal cach other, 
ſo to exceed our ſelves; to grow every Moment more 
vent and active in all the Works of the Spirit, till we ar- 
ve at ſuch a Perfection in Holineſs, as is not in this World 
pable of Increaſe, ſuch as Heaven will confirm and 
enÞnſummate,and ſuch as none but God can fully reward. 2 
| f theſe great Truths were rivetted in our Breaſts, if we 
ere reſolved to act up to the height of our Principles, if 
e were willing to practiſe according to what we pro- 
s, and ] for nothing ſo much as being in 2 
which 


ſpeR, and to the utmoſt of our Power, Cbriſtian: 
e ſhou'd then require no Spurs to this Charity, 
m recommending to you. The bare Propoſal of thae 
aich every Man c to be truly good, moſt grate-· 
to God and moſt beneficial to the World, wou d en- 
ale a Fire in every Soul, and prompt him forward ro : 
iberal Contribution, to a generous and cheerful Offer $4.24 
p of what his Circumſtances will ſuffer him to give 128 
Cod has proſpered him) for rhe carrying on this noble 
ſign, which manifeſtly rends to the very beſt Purpoſes, 
"LAKE + 
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OY dene my Fre upon the wetter Cd 1 
13 thole poor which are not Aready t chys:protf 
died for. E They are che Members of Curl s Body a$x0u 4 
- þ . © ,  -=& your dalves; and 58 one of them does; dy: his appli 
rent Neceffity, beg hriſt's Nane. "Tis our” vel 
bord and Savior th ie able the Altus at. yout Harids; 40 
© 4 he deſires no more * 1 ſave from yx ur V 
8 nities. Can you — 5 our Savi fanall's 902 ? WIR 
im that iel Sth you?” Willd 


+: 82 ou give nol hing to 
| 7 — 12 keen away unnepeſſary Colt in a Garment, ory "ig 


| niture, rather than ſave 's Soul with the far 0 

ney ? Had you rather a Member of Chr iſt ſhou] "6 2 
of nally periſh in Hell, than want ſome” fmall Hauble, 
thwart ſome little Humor to reſcue him? Can you ag 
thus? Can you thus neglect the Salvation of others, and 

to be ſaved: Four ſelves? Ob! do not Mart 
xpeQarions. If ſuch ene 3 


: yetho 
3 Your ſelves With vain 
\ . Theſe have no Influence upon you, 
i 6 t yon had never bech born. 
1 > Butybeloved, we are perſiigded better things of ven, and * . 
LE tbat actompany Salvation, he we r or N. 
70 l 6. 95 I cannot but fancy, that I ſee your 2 f 
| * open and enlarged z. nay, that every be 
W is orring a Reſolution of helping for ward this gi 
- =. _  .rjous Work. May your Refolutions therefore be ripen 
| 4 2 age 28 Action. May every RY by 
Little 2 
5 God 24 ane them. 


: . Athers . ifol a 
| ag eh Has already. attentecd this i 
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EGS” e bet are capadle öf 483 

'" 7 e all thoſe that are capable VanEi it, th 

oY Nie, not only df the preſeht Honor” and Cor 78 807 
Attem 


252518 of the eternal Recompence of i Mex. 
| be in due time effewhere made; anfl. may God be pg 
ſent with the Authors, increaſe the Numbers, and 
riply che good Effects of them. May ſuch Fpüntzin, 
Well doing refteſn the Nation. Ma e 2 go | 
And proſper, till Gur Lives are + Ss le to our 
_ till we are reformed” in Prattice as welFas in Dat Fl 
; 5 dd may have a "Church amongſt us withong oy 
rinkle or any ſuch but that"ir may bebly 
Fn 3 that he may delight over us to 
hat we paz guy, be the 25 of the Whole Pa 
ngth'be't Frog ed into dene ee ere 
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